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LATERAL THINKING

What’s Inside

Counterintuitive brilliance.

Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe . . . 2
Al Wolf

by Harold Feldheim

W

hen bridge savants compile
a list of the greatest alltime players, the name of Giorgio
Belladonna always appears near the
top of the list. As one of the stalwarts
of the Italian Blue Team, he dominated
top-flight bridge for more than 15
years. Unlike many other professional
players of the day, he was a gregarious
and genuinely friendly person with a
marked interest in the up-and-comers.
As with some of the greatest players,
he had the ability to think “outside the
box” and thus produce some subtle
point of technique that turned a simple
hand into a work of art. Choosing a
beautiful ‘Giorgio Hand’ is l’embarras
du choix. Here is one of my personal
favorites (Belladonna seated South):
NORTH
♠J9
♥K4
♦ J 10 8 7 6
♣A764
SOUTH (Belladonna)
♠ A Q 10 8 7 6 4 3
♥J32
♦A
♣9
Dealer: South
Vulnerability: None
North East
Pass Pass

South West
4♠
All pass

Lead: ♣K
West led the ♣K and South surveyed
his chances. With seven sure spade

tricks and two minor suit aces,
prospects seemed rosy. There were
many opportunities for a 10th trick.
Among those possibilities was:
• To ruff a club in your hand and lead a
heart toward dummy’s king. However
…
• If East captures the king with his ace,
he will likely try to prevent a heart
ruff in dummy by leading a spade.
South would finesse (the correct play).
Presume West wins the ♠K and has
another spade to lead. Then …
• South wins in the dummy and leads
a heart toward his J-3. But if East
captures the queen, South will lose
three hearts and a spade for down one.

WEST
♠K5
♥ Q 10 8 7
♦K94
♣KQ32
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Active or passive defense?
by Al Wolf

One of the most fundamental
considerations when playing defense is
whether to pursue an active or passive
strategy. In an active defense, you aim
to quickly take tricks or establish tricks,
often taking a risk in doing so. In a
passive defense, you look to safely get
out of the lead, making declarer “come
to you,” initiating the attack in critical
suits. It is not uncommon to switch from
one strategy to the other in the middle
of a hand.
In considering active or passive defense,
it is critically important to understand
that the side that first leads a particular
suit is at a disadvantage, often giving
away a trick or eliminating a guess
for the opponents. There are countless
examples of this. A standard example
follows:
		
♣Q5
♣ K 9 8 4 2		
		
♣J73

♣ A 10 6

The opening lead of a low club sets up a
sure trick for declarer, which he would
not be entitled to if he had to attack the
suit on his own. So this might suggest a
passive defense.
BUT: The attacking side has a tempo
advantage, choosing which suit to attack
and getting a jump on setting up tricks
in that suit. In the example above, the
defense should now make four tricks in
the club suit, perhaps ducking an early
round to maintain transportation to the
long hand. Therefore, the arithmetic is:
give up one trick to gain two tricks. This
tempo advantage is often of paramount
importance on the opening lead,
especially against No-trump contracts.
In suit contracts, in addition to
active/passive, there are strategic
considerations for the defense

involving the trump suit (going for
ruffs, leading trumps to reduce declarer
ruffing opportunities, tapping), so I’ll
emphasize a No-trump defense.

and was relieved when it held the trick.
On this trick, Minna played the ♠J, a
standard signal showing the jack as top
of a sequence.

The usual approach on opening lead is
an active defense. Top of a sequence (3
or more consecutive honors) is always
attractive, as it works well for either an
active or a passive defense. Otherwise,
the standard “fourth from your longest
and strongest” aims to exploit the
opening leader’s tempo advantage,
getting a jump on taking or establishing
tricks in a good suit for the defense.
Sometimes the bidding indicates that
your longest suit is not the best bet, and
that an attacking lead in a shorter suit
would be better. For example:

Warren was feeling fairly optimistic
about the contract. He needed four
tricks out of the club suit, and a double
finesse would bring the suit home—
there was a 75% chance that East held
one or both of the missing club honors.
Alas, it was not to be.

NORTH
(Professor Lobochevski)
♠ Q7
♥ AK72
♦ K 10 4 2
♣ J64
WEST (Cecil Horne)
♠ K 6 4			
♥ J 8 6 3		
♦ J 8 3			
♣ K Q 2		

EAST (Minna)
♠ J 10 9 8 3 2
♥ Q 10
♦ Q76
♣ 75

SOUTH
(Warren)
♠ A5
♥ 954
♦ A95
♣ A 10 9 8 3
The bidding:
S
1♣
1NT

W
Pass
Pass

N
1♥
3NT

E
Pass
All pass

With spades as an unbid major suit, it
was Cecil’s choice for opening lead. On
the lead of ♠3, Warren put up the ♠Q

Warren led the ♣4 from dummy and
played the ♣8 from his hand, losing to
the queen. Having observed Minna’s
play of the ♠J at trick one, Cecil now
led the ♠K, unblocking the suit. Warren
won with the ♠A and crossed to the ♥K
in order to take a second club finesse.
When this lost, he was down two, as
the defense could now cash four spade
tricks to go with two clubs. So the
active defense paid off big time.
A passive opening lead may be
appropriate when one or more of the
following conditions is met:
• Leading into a very strong declarer
hand, with a weak dummy.
• You can tell from the bidding that
partner is extremely weak.
• You have good intermediate holdings
in declarer’s and dummy’s bid suits.
Deciding on an active or passive strategy
when you gain the lead in the middle of
a hand can be a difficult judgement call.
The main thing to focus on is whether
declarer has a source of tricks, so that
if you do not quickly take or establish
tricks for your side, you will never get
them. When this is the case, you need to
be active. Otherwise, when you can see
that the tricks you have coming will not
go away, a passive approach may be best.

♥
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HOW TO BID AND PLAY A MONSTER HAND...
Or not.
by Brett Adler
Playing in day two of the Von Zedtwitz
Life Master Pairs, I picked up the secondbest hand I’ve ever held—a 30-point
monster (I will share with you later).
Unfortunately, I managed to turn the
golden hand into dust. It was my undoing
or so I thought. My partner and I never
made it to day three. He decided to take a
day off to Kibitz some of the superstars. I
decided to head off to the partnership desk.
A partnership desk volunteer (Josie) asked
if I would play; saying she only needed 10
points to reach Life Master. As we entered
the playing room, she tripped and fell
over. Obviously rattled, she proceeded
to bid hearts when she meant diamonds
on the first board. We ended up with no
match points on the board and I wondered
what I’d gotten myself in for.
From then on, we could do no wrong. We
proceeded to win not only that session,
but the next session as well. The day went
from dust to gold—17 Gold Points for the
new Life Master.
I was having such fun during the two
sessions with Josie that I started to do
some outrageous things all of which were
working. Here is one example, but please
don’t show my regular partners or they’ll
be too scared to play with me.

East
1♣
2♥
P

West
1♥
3♥
All Pass

North
2♦
P

Lead: 3♠
Who needs a club stopper? With 7
tricks in my own hand and not vulnerable,
I thought that one or two down might be
a good score if opponents can make 3♥.
(1)

Back to that first monster hand I promised
(30 HCPs).
Dealer: South
Vulnerability: All
NORTH			SOUTH
♠ Q 9 6 3		
♠ A KJ
♥ 5 4			
♥AKQ6
♦ J 9 7 3			
♦A6
♣ 9 8 5			
♣AKQ7

stated that I would cash all my red cards
next and that West couldn’t guard both the
club and spade suits.
I envisaged the ending as shown below.
(When I cash the ♥A, West has to
surrender my 11th trick):

WEST
♠ 10 87 4
♥ ---♦ ---♣ J 10 4 3

East
X1
P
P

Me
West
2♣
P
P
2♥
X2
P
3NT3 All Pass

North
2♦
P
2♠

I was drooling at the prospect of
defending 2♥X. I actually think North
should have doubled 2♥ in the direct seat
to tell me that they had a bad hand and I
would happily have passed.
(2)

(3)
It looks like I’m going to get bad breaks,
but at least I have 9 tricks in my own
hand.

I received a heart lead to East’s ♥9 and
envisioning West having lots of black
cards, I played low. East now played a
high diamond and again I played low to
rectify the count. We were running short
of time in the round, so before East even
led to trick three, I claimed 11 tricks. I

NORTH
♠Q963
♥ ---♦J
♣ 9 85

SOUTH
♠AKJ
♥A
♦ ----♣AKQ7

In actual fact, here is the full hand:
NORTH
♠Q963
♥54
♦J973
♣985

The bidding at our table was:

East’s double of North’s 2♦ waiting bid
showed both red suits.
SOUTH
♠Q64
♥A97
♦AKQJ84
♣9

Me
1♦
3♦
3NT!1

During the two sessions partner misssorted her hand multiple times (all black
cards look alike, but she never miss-sorted
the red cards) and miss-bid twice, but on
each of these occasions we ended up with
a huge result.

(1)

Dealer: East
Vulnerability: None
NORTH
♠A872
♥54
♦10973
♣J75

Plus, there was the chance that partner had
some winners and we could actually make
9 tricks. Partner only had one magic card
(♠A), but as the opening leader had the
♠K and I ran the lead to my ♠Q, I was able
to score up nine tricks and all the match
points.

WEST
♠ 10 7 4
♥732
♦542
♣6432

EAST
♠852
♥ J 10 9 8
♦ K Q 10 8
♣ J10
SOUTH
♠AKJ
♥AKQ6
♦A6
♣AKQ7

If partner had passed my 2♥X, we would
have held declarer to one trick and scored
+2000. Not that we would ever bid it,
but 7NT is makeable: I cash all our club
and then spade winners. When I cross to
dummy’s ♠Q and cash the 13th spade, East
is squeezed in the red suits.
Continued on page 6
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PERHAPS A BIT BRASHLY

Defenders’ patient play will pay dividends.
by Mark Blumenthal
The hand below was played in a nonsanctioned game at the Monroe Senior
Center. Before looking at the actual
bidding, how do you think the auction
will proceed?
Dealer: South
Vulnerability: East/West
NORTH
♠Q87
♥ 10 4
♦ K J 10 3 2
♣Q43
WEST			
♣ A K 10
♥AKQ9872
♦ 76
♣2

EAST
♠654
♥J65
♦98
♣ 10 9 8 7 6

SOUTH
♠J932
♥3
♦AQ54
♣AKJ5
South (me) made a reasonable 1♦
opening bid. West immediately
jumped to game. I was in a quandary.
This was the fourth hand of the session
with these opponents, and West had
either opened or jumped to game in a
major in each of the previous hands. I
reasoned that if 4♥ was going to make,
given the vulnerability, if I made a
bid on the 4-level, I could afford to go
down 3 tricks (-500 against 620 game)
and still have a profitable outcome.
So l made the cheapest bid, and it was
doubled by West as expected.
North

East

Pass
Pass

Pass
Pass

Lead: ♥A

South
1♣
4♠
Pass

West
4♥
Dbl

As expected, the opening lead was the
♥A. I was disappointed when dummy
showed up with only three spades, and
not the ♠A or ♠K. Well, I only had to
make 4♠, right? And what’s wrong
with a Moysian Fit1?
I lost the ♥A and ruffed the ♥K. Then
I led a low spade to the board. My
left-hand opponent took the ♠A and
♠K and led her third spade. When the
spades split, I was home free. All I had
left were diamonds and clubs and they
were all good.
The bad news was that 4♥ didn’t
make. The excellent news was that I
made 4♠ doubled for +590 points. My
right-hand opponent looked at me and
said something similar to “That 4♠
bid took some kind of nerve!” More
gratifying was when another table
called the director when they noticed
the board had been scored our way.
“There must have been an error when
pair #3 recorded bidding and making
4♠ doubled. There is no way to get to a
4♠ contract, much less make it!”
Well, they were wrong on the first
count, because I did bid it, somewhat
boldly, but not brashly. They were
correct on the second count, though. It
should have been set.
Patient vs. Impatient Defense
Note that as soon as West takes the ♠A
and ♠K, the contract cannot be defeated. Any lead by West after that will
be won in declarer’s hand or dummy,
the last trumps will be drawn, and the
minor suits will run. Note also that
West could have defeated the contract.
If West had persisted in playing hearts

after winning each of the top trump
tricks, that would have used up all
of declarer’s trump, even though it
would give declarer two ruffs/sluffs.
That would have left both East and
West with a trump. In that case, the
best declarer could have done was to
make three heart ruffs, two diamonds,
and one club. That defense is highly
unorthodox. How was West to know
that declarer only had four trump?
He couldn’t, but patience in the play
would have been rewarded.
It is also possible for West to duck
winning the trump lead on trick 3.
Now declarer can no longer draw
trump, since West will win the
third and last trump trick and play
her remaining five hearts, making
six hearts and two trump! Declarer
can still make the contract if West
is impatient and ruffs clubs. West
should hold back until partner ruffs
a diamond, and then play a trump to
draw the remainder of declarer’s and
board’s trump. In that case, declarer
will make a heart ruff, a trump trick,
four club tricks, and two diamond
tricks for only eight tricks.
Moysian Fit: Referring to declarer’s
4-3 trump split, named after Alphonse
Moyse, Jr., who (in certain situations)
strongly advocated opening 4-card
majors and raising with 3-card
support.
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Date

Day

Time

April

2

Mon

Daytime

April

14-15

Sat.-Sun.
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17

Tues.

Daytime

April

25

Wed.

Morning

April

25-29

Wed.-Sun.

May

3

Thurs.

May

5

Sat.

DIRECTOR PLEASE!

Daytime

Event

Location

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

New England GNT

Sturbridge, MA

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

ACBL-wide Charity Game

Local Clubs

New England Senior Regional

Falmouth, MA

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

Connecticut 199er Sectional

Stamford

6-10 helpSun.-Thur.
District 24 Regional
Seven May
things that
to make your director
happy
May
16
Wed.
Daytime
Unit-wide Championship
(or not):
May
23-28
Wed.-Mon.
District 24 Regional

by Tom Hunter
June

Hitting June
E over

1-3

Fri.-Sun.

1
when

5

Carle Place
Local Clubs
New York, NY

Connecticut Spring Sectional

Orange

Clubs partner, the
sureLocal
that your
4. Enter
Sat. before you
Afternoon
Bridge
#2
Local Clubs when you call
make the Worldwide
opening lead
orContestdummy,
can understand
June
4-10
Mon.-Sun.
District 3 Regional
Albany, NY
the dummy?
for a card by naming the card (“Queen
No. (Calmly
“Director please.”
Yes, Tues.put down Evening
June
12
Unit-wide Championship
Local Clubs
of Hearts”) and
speaking loudly and
No. (Please make your
lead
first or
director’s June
last name is please.)
17-24
Sun.-Sun.
ACBL
Longest
Day
Local Clubs
clearly?
put down your dummy first, because

1.
high C
June
2
for the director?

you

Fri.
call

♥

Evening
Worldwide
Bridge Contest
6.#1
Make
the
contract in
your scoresheet

June

19-24

Tues.-Sun.

New England Summer Regional

Nashua, NH

July

21

Sat.

Daytime

Split Unit Local

Local Clubs

August

7

August

10

Tues.

Evening

ACBL-wide Junior Fund Game

Fri.

Daytime

August

15

Wed.

Daytime

August

17-19

Fri.-Sun.

August

21

Tues.

Aug.-Sept.

28-3

Tues.-Mon.

September

6

Thurs.

September

13

Thurs.

September

21

September

24-27

Mon.-Thu.

October

5

Fri.

no bridge is being played
youJersey (U106)
No. (Not so much.
Keeping our voices
2. After you
finish a board,
hide it on Mon.-Sun.
June
25-1
STaC while
with North
Local Clubs
the floor next to a wall?
write.)
modulated contributes to a more
July
3
Tues.
Daytime
Unit-wide Championship
Clubs
pleasant and Local
fair environment.)
No. (Please
don’t
make
him/her
look
July
6
Fri.
Daytime
Championship
Local Clubs
5. Acknowledge
that Unit-wide
the director
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for it. Place
Julyit in plain sight.)
9
Mon.
Afternoon
ACBL-wide Instant Matchpoint
clubs
7. Loudly andLocal
clearly
also applies to
hovering, trying to speed you up,
July
9-15
Mon.-Sun.
District 3 Regional
Fairfield, NJ
while chatting about the last hand—
your post-mortem?
3. When the
Julydirector arrives
19 at the
Thurs.
Daytime
Unit-wide Championship
Local Clubs
and
the
one
before
that
hand?
No. (Most post-mortems at the table
table, have everyone talk at once?
may be
theClubs
partnership, but
Julyand one person
23 at a timeMon. No. (Be aware.
DaytimeOthers
Unit-wide
Championship do nothing for
Local
No. (Calmly
the neighboring
waiting. Boards mayACBL
be taken
away
25-5
Summer
Nationalsan awful lot for
Atlanta,
GA
please.) July
opponents who are ready to play the
for persistent slow play.)
August
6
Mon.
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Unit-wide Championship
Local Clubs
hand.)

Month

Unit-wide Championship Have

questions
forClubs
the director?
Local
info@complaybridge.com
Local Clubs

Unit-wide Championship email:
Connecticut Summer Sectional

Daytime

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

New England Fiesta Regional

Warwick, RI

Daytime

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

Afternoon

ACBL-wide International Fund

2018
UNIT
126Unit-wide
CALENDAR
Fri.
Daytime
Championship
Date

Day

Stamford

Time
Morning

District 24 Regional

Local Clubs
Carle Place

Event

Location

ACBL-wide Senior Pairs

October

8-14

Mon.-Sun.

District 3 Regional

Danbury

October

15-21

Mon.-Sun.

STaC with North Jersey (U106)

Local Clubs

October

26-28

Fri.-Sun.

Connecticut Fall Sectional

Wethersfield

October

31

Wed.

November

7-11

Wed.-Sun.

November

13

Tues.

Nov.-Dec.

22-2

December

7

Fri.

December

12

December

17

December

26-30

Wed.-Sun.

Afternoon

ACBL Instant Match Point
District 25 Harvest Regional

Mansfield, MA

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

ACBL Fall Nationals

Honolulu, HI

Daytime

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

Wed.

Daytime

Unit-wide Championship

Local Clubs

Mon.

Afternoon

ACBL International Fund Game

Local Clubs

New York City Regional

New York, NY

Evening

Key:

Sect/STaC

Regional

Nationals

Pigment:

Silver

Red, Gold

Red, Gold, Platinum

Note: GNT and NAOP qualifying rounds pay red points (not gold).
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STEP CONTROLS OVER 2 CLUB
OPENINGS
Still Good for Non-Experts?
by Burt Saxon
What do you do if your partner opens
2♣? Most players now use 2♦ as a
waiting bid, which means your partner,
loaded with points and tricks, will
then give you a further description.
What happens next could get fairly
complicated.
Years ago, many players used step
controls over a 2♣ opening bid. A
king counted as one control and an ace
was two controls. So a 2♦ response
meant zero or one control, 2♥ meant
two controls, and so on. This meant
the 2♣ opener could usually determine
immediately whether the hand
belonged in game or slam.
An article in Bridge World helped
throw this bid into the scrap heap.
The author noted that the 2♥ response
will result in responder playing any
heart contract, which means that the
2♣ hand ends up on the table for the
defenders to examine. This is a strong
argument.
But it is quite possible that “step
controls” should still be on the
convention card for non-experts.
One of my hands in the Stamford
sectional provides support for my
thesis. My partner Steve and I have
played two or three times a year for
the last 40 years. We are not experts,
but we are a solid Flight B partnership.
We use a relatively simple bidding
system including step controls. This
outdated bid certainly helped me with
this gorgeous 2♣ hand.
♠Kx
♥ A K Q 10
♦AKQJ9x
♣Q

Steve bid 2♥ over my 2♣ opener. In
other words, he held either an ace or
two kings. This enabled me to figure
out that Steve had one ace, since I
had three kings. It became clear that
6♦ was cold if Steve held the ♠A,
and Steve’s bid led me to conclude
my chances for making 6♦ were
excellent if he held the ♣A. My lefthand opponent could lay down the
♠A, leaving the ♠K protected, or Steve
could have the ♠Q, ensuring that we
only had spade loser even if the ♠K
was lost to the opponent’s ♠A.
So what would you do next? You have
a number of options, but please don’t
get too worried about a heart loser in
6♦ holding A K Q 10 of hearts.
You probably would bid 6♦.
The ♠A was led and dummy came
down with Q J x x x of spades along
with the A♣. You probably dropped
your K♠ under the A♠ for safety
reasons. Not to worry. The opening
leader shifted, but her partner had
more than one spade anyway. Would
you have been satisfied with 70%
of the match points on this hand?
Remember this was a strong field and
most likely you are a non-expert like
me.
My argument is not that step controls
are theoretically superior to a 2♦
waiting bid. My point is that step
controls are fine for most non-experts
and occasional partnerships.

Lateral Thinking
by Harold Feldheim

Continued from page 1

With three losing finesses coupled
with a bit of unfortunate distribution,
this is certainly an ill-starred hand. Yet
Maestro Giorgio found a line of play
that guaranteed the contract against
virtually any lay of the cards.
Looking at all four hands, do you see
it?
At trick two, he led the ♥4 from
dummy. This brilliantly counterintuitive play insured the 10th trick. If East
wins the queen, the K-J combination
will produce the fulfilling trick. On the
other hand, if West wins the queen, the
killing spade switch is not possible,
and in the fullness of time, South will
play the ♥K from dummy, eventually
producing his 10th trick via a ruff.
So beautiful, yet so simple, once you
see it.

How to Bid a Monster Hand
by Brett Adler

Continued from page 3

So I emerged with 11 tricks on a nonexistent (but stylish), black suit squeeze
against West, instead of 13 tricks on a
red suit squeeze against East. Some
days this game is just too tough for me,
but fortunately, one never knows what
unexpected success the next day will
bring.

♥
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ASK THE EXPERT

What do you use as a response system to partner’s 2♣
opening?
by The Unit 126 Expert Panel
The one bid that is almost universally
understood at the bridge table is the 2♣
powerhouse opening. It is absolutely
forcing for at least a round and it’s a
clarion call to “Lace up your sneakers
partner; we’re off and running to
game and maybe slam (I hope).” The
trouble is that while the 2♣ bid is
pretty clear (partner holds a 22+ HCP
hand, a 3-loser hand or a hand that
promises 8 ½ tricks), response systems
vary greatly. Many experts agree that
responder can introduce his own suit
over a 2♣ opening. The guideline
should be suit quality (at least 5 cards
with two of the three top honors).
Some practitioners require either an
additional control card or a betterthan-average suit. The issue of what
system to use as a waiting bid is more
controversial.

So we asked our CT panel of experts
to review the options and tell us what
they preferred to use and what they
would recommend for advancing
players. You might be surprised.
Our 10 panelists have amassed an
aggregate of over 80,000 masterpoints,
and 9 out of 10 responded that they
prefer (and use) classic 2♦ waiting or
a variation of 2♦ waiting. The most
frequent variation response was the 2♥
response that shows a bust hand (not
even a useful king). The key reason
for not using steps or controls was that
they often wrong-side the contract.
The strong hand ends up dummy with
the weak hand declaring.

Examples:
♠ A K Q 10 8 7
		♥ A Q 3 2
		♦ K 2
		
♣ ---Distributional with 18 HCP—Open 2♣

Editor’s Notes:

		
♠ A K J 10
		♥ A Q 10
		♦ A 8
		
♣ A 10 9 8
Balanced with 22 HCP planning to
rebid NT—Open 2♣

https://www.larryco.com/bridgearticles/two-club-opening

		
♠AKJ2
		♥ A K J 2
		♦ 2
		
♣AQ32
22 HCP, but it’s a risky 2♣ opening.
Don’t open 2♣—Open1♣!

For the 2♥ twist on the 2♦ waiting
system, follow this link:

Many of us play 2♦ waiting or steps or
controls, but we found no fewer than
30 response systems in our research!

Next issue we will discuss how to
handle pesky interference over 2♣
openings.

For a better understanding of 2♦
waiting responses, use these links to
Larry Cohen’s excellent articles:

https://www.larryco.com/bridgearticles/general-approach-2c-openingpart-2

http://www.bridgeguys.com/
Conventions/two_hearts_negative.
html

Tournament Manager Needed
What’s entailed?
• Schedule tournaments in coordination with District 25 coordinator, preferably more than one year in advance
of the events.
• Once schedule is approved, use
ACBL software tourney trax to enter
tournament information. When approved, a sanction will be assigned.
• Contract with venues for approved
tournaments.
• Rent tables & Hire caddies.
• Prepare flyers. Send to ACBL for
approval. Once approved, send to
printer (Allegra currently) with distribution list for printing and mailing.
Plan to have a small number (100 or
so) printed and sliced at Staples (or
other local printer) for the next tournament to bring to the current tournament.
• Send flyer PDF to CBA webmaster,
CBA Communications Director and
manager of District 25 website.
• Arrange for board duplication. Contact the tournament director for the
electronic files.
• Transport boards to and from tournaments.
• Contract with and supervise “event
manager” for hospitality, bidding
boxes, coffee pots, paper goods, storage and delivery and room setup.
• Maintain financial reporting for each
tournament. Send report to board on
each event.
• Submit all requests for payment to
treasurer.
• Meet with tournament director at end
of each tournament to review financial
report and receive proceeds.
• Deposit all proceeds from each tournament into the CBA bank account.
There will be remuneration for this
position.
Please contact either:
Susan Rodricks, President
(srodricks@optonline.net)
Frances Schneider, Vice President
(frances77@gmail.com)
Susan Seckinger, Treasurer and
current Tournament Manager
(seseck@sbcglobal.net)
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BRIDGE FORUM

The Helen Frank Cup (both Tuesdays
and Fridays, qualifying in May,
contested in June) saw five lead
changes. The lead passed from top
qualifier Alan Milstone to Kendall
Clark to Carl Yohans to Jeff Horowitz
to Lin Li and finally to Kevin Hart for
the win ahead of Jeff and Carl.
Nine-month leaders in yearly statistics
are Jeff Horowitz-Kevin Hart (best
defense, most double wins, most tops,
fewest zeroes and most 70% scores),
Breta Adams-Karlene Wood (most
optimistic bidding, most grand slams
and most consistent), and George
Levinson-Hank Banach (closest to
average). Jeff is tied with Gareth
Thomas for most positive four-figure
penalties. Tracy Selmon and Ann
Drabkin are tied for the lead in passing
the hand out. Joe Pagerino leads for
playing quickly.
Congratulations to Jeff HorowitzKevin Hart. The pair finished second
in District 25 and tenth overall in the
ACBL-wide Junior Fund game in
August.

HARTFORD
BRIDGE CLUB

The Hartford Bridge Club is excited
about the latest addition to its weekly
game lineup. Our new Sunday
afternoon game is an open game
with a twist—at least one member
of each partnership must have fewer
than 750 masterpoints! We’re very
pleased at the way this mixed-level
format has encouraged experienced
and less-experienced players to
reach out to one another and form
new partnerships —and friendships.
Our players include spouses and
(old and new) friends with different
duplicate skill levels, mentors and
mentees, teachers and students, as
well as typical 0-750 pairs. While we
welcome experienced players (as long

as they’re playing with partners with
fewer than 750 MPs!), we do not have
those “killer pairs” who can intimidate
newer players. The game’s primary
focus is to provide a safe, comfortable
and relaxed experience for newer
players and opportunities for teaching
and learning on all sides of the table.
The game director and some of the
more experienced players are available
after the game to answer questions and
give (solicited!) advice. Come and try
us out. Our Sunday game is at 12:30
P.M. most Sundays (check the HBC
calendar for special events that might
bump the game)—and there’s never
any rush-hour traffic to worry about!
In a further effort to help our less
experienced players improve their
game, a new session of HBC’s
mentor program begins on November
5, 2018. The session will run for
12 weeks from November 5, 2018,
through February 25, 2019.
We also have learning opportunities
for our newest players! Beginning on
Wednesday, October 24, 2018, HBC
will offer a 6-week series of basic
bridge lessons. The series, which will
be taught by Laurie Robbins and Bill
Watson, covers such topics as hand
valuation, opening bids, overcalls and
simple responses. The cost for all 6
sessions is $50. Individual classes are
$10 each.
The Hartford Bridge Club is located at
19A Andover Drive in West Hartford,
CT. If you have questions about any
of the HBC programs, please call 860953-3177.

BRANFORD
BRIDGE CLUB

Construction delays at the Branford
Community House/Senior Center
have made it necessary for the game
to remain at the temporary location,
Tabor Lutheran Church, 45 Tabor
Drive in Branford. A map and
directions to the site are listed at www.

cuebid.com/branford. Space at the
temporary location is limited to 15
tables. So everyone who plans to play
on a Monday at 12:00 P.M. should
register in advance at
law-scribe@snet.net.

LAKE SHORE
BRIDGE CLUB

Lake Shore Bridge Club will close for
its duplicate season on October 19.
The club will stay open all year for
social rubber bridge.

TOKENEKE

The winners of the Tokeneke Summer
Series are:
1. Susan Mayo/Jean Thoma
2. Mary Richardson/Sue Kipp
3. Doug Thompson/Betty Hodgman
4. Tony/Carolyn Halsey

WEE BURN
COUNTRY CLUB

After enjoying summer bridge at the
Beach Club, Wee Burn players are
now back at the Main Club for the fall
and winter games.
Summer Series winners are:
1. Jean Thoma/Karen Barrett.
2. Lois Karcher/Mary Ellen Mcguire.
3. Belinda Metzger/Barbara Johnson.
4. Kris Freres/Betty Hodgman.
5. Janet Soskin/Doug Thompson.
6. Marilyn Tjader/Carol Davidson.
Congratulations to Janet Soskin who
has become a Ruby Life Master with
more than 1500 points.

SEVEN NO-TRUMP
BRIDGE CLUB

Congratulations to Larry Lau and Jill
Marshall. They came in 2nd in the
ACBL in the September 27th InterClub Championship Game, earning
almost 12 points! Congratulations to
Christina Powers, Greg Woods, Alan

♥
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Siegel and Pat Brasher for winning our
October Gold-Dust Swiss Team event.
They beat out 14 other teams to claim
the top prize! Christina is also leading
in both the Mini-McKinney and Ace
of Clubs races for Unit 126 in the 50100 MP category.
www.7NTgames.com

COME PLAY
BRIDGE CLUBS OF
WESTPORT AND
DARIEN

Come Play Bridge went clubbing for
the summer, holding our Wednesday
game at the lovely Woodway Country
Club. We are now back in residence
on Wednesdays for the fall, winter and
spring at The First Congregational
Church of Darien. Our Top Ten
summer players at Woodway were:
1. Karen Barrett 2. Susan Mayo
3. Garson Heller Jr 4. William Selden
5. Susan Kipp 6. Ron Kahan
7. Janet Soskin 8. Rufus Cole
9. Jatin Mehta 10. Gloria Pappalardo
Our Top Ten over-all players in
Westport are:
1. Linda Green 2. Leonard Messman
3. Lawrence Lau 4. Russ Sackowitz
5. Paul Miller 6. Renee Pomerantz
7. Jatin Mehta 8. Jean Schiaroli
9. Allen Siegel 10. Janice Martinez

Congratulations to Larry Lau and Al
Wolf for an astounding 81% game
this summer at Come Play Bridge in
Westport. That’s a record that won’t
soon be broken. No wonder Larry’s
Free Monthly Monday Night Seminars
have been so packed! Speaking of
extraordinary accomplishments, Lenny
Messman has had a remarkable record
this year. In the 104 games he has
played this year, he has been in the
money 100 times!

NEWTOWN
Fifty-five teams played in Swiss team
games during the club’s Oct 1-4 Jane
Johnson Club Appreciation Team
Week. Many newer players were
thrilled to win their first sliver of gold
points. Overall, 204 players took home
gold masterpoints.
The first place teams were:
Monday: Al Wolf, Howard Zusman,
Linda Green, Doug Thompson
Tuesday: Wayne Lubin, Leo Ditkoff,
Richard Fronapfel, Susan Fronapfel
Tuesday Night: Gary Miyashiro,
Mike Hess, Betsy Wellington, John
Scheuermann
Wednesday: Tom Hey, Rob Rising,
David Blackburn, Linda Green
Thursday: Jay Force, Gloria Sieron,
Linda Green, David Blackburn

BREAKING NEWS
Unit 126 is launching
a Mentoring Program

Do you have fewer than 200 points and
want to improve your game?
Are you an experienced player who would
like to share your expertise?
Many of our players who have fewer than
200 points have told us that they need
help to improve their game.  Unit 126 is
sponsoring a Mentor Program at all its
clubs. The program will enable our newer
players to play once a month with a more
experienced partner, a mentor with whom
they can discuss difficult bidding and
playing of hands.
Mentors receive the satisfaction of
sharing their love for the game while
helping to keep the bridge community
vital and growing. Mentors often say that
mentoring keeps them sharp by helping
them to think more about their own
game. Mentors play free with mentees at
participating clubs once a month.
Continued on page 11

Remembering Allan
Allan Clamage was a very special member of the bridge community. There were many facets to him.
He was a bridge gentleman, always ready to help the struggling player. He would give freely of his
talents; witness his unselfish technical editing of The Kibitzer. Add to this his not inconsiderable
abilities as a player (partnered with Dean Montgomery, they were my frequent teammates). He was a
complete package. For those who knew Allan well, there was a culture and charm rarely found in the
bridge community, or in fact, any other community.
He will be missed.
- Harold Feldheim

♠
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LARRY’S LITTLE LESSONS
That make a BIG difference.
by Larry Lau

Eddie Kantar, with two world
championships and scores of
popular bridge books to his
credit, has given me permission to reprint tips that he
used with his students. In
each issue, I will share one
tip for bidding, defense and
declarer play. LL
BIDDING:
When partner bids two suits and
you have an equal number of cards
in each suit, take partner back to the
first suit even if it means increasing
the level. JUST DO IT!
You hold:
♠ A 7 5 3 ♥ K 9 6 ♦ J 10 9 ♣ 8 3 2
Partner		
1♦		
2♥		

You
1♠
??

Bid 3♦. Under no circumstances can
you pass or raise hearts. (Partner has
reversed showing 17+ HCP. It is forcing for one round.) With equal length,
you must raise partner’s first suit.
JUST DO IT.
DEFENSE AGAINST NO-TRUMP:

To lead top of a sequence when
defending No-trump, the suit
should either be:
• headed by three adjacent honors:

K Q J; Q J 10; J 10 9; 10 9 8 or the
third card can be missing by one place:
Q J 9; J 10 8; 10 9 7
NOTE EXCEPTION: From K Q 10,
lead the queen. This asks partner to
unblock with the jack.

4-card suits headed by two
touching honors are not considered
sequences:
Examples: K Q 9 7; Q J 8 4; J 10 6 5;
10 9 5 2
With 4+ cards, lead 4th best. J 9 7 4
With exactly 3 cards, lead the
highest card. 9 5 2
DECLARER PLAY:
If one or both of your opponents
is a passed hand, assume that each
opponent has fewer than 12 HCP.
• Early-on during play of the hand, if
one of the opponents turns up with 10
HCP, play the opponent’s partner for
any missing queen, king or ace.
NOTE: This is by no means a
guarantee, merely a guideline.
• Employing the same idea, if a player
turns up with 9 HCP, play their
partner for any missing ace or king.
The player with 9 HCP could hold the
queen, adding to only 11 points.

New England Youth Bridge Needs
Your Help
How can you help? If you know
of someone who will help recruit
students to try out a school bridge
club, please inform any board member
of New England Youth Bridge, Inc.
The recruiter could be:
• a school faculty member or other
school-connected individual who
would personally reach out to students,
• a parent who will recruit not only
their child, but also, the friends of their
child and/or will personally coordinate
responses to a notice to parents from
the school’s Parent Teacher Organization, or a student who will recruit his/
her friends to join.
New England Youth Bridge (NEYB)
will help the bridge club succeed with
the recruited participants by supplying
lesson plans and—if you do not want
to teach the students yourself—by
recruiting a bridge player to teach the
lessons. Just contact a board member
of NEYB (names are listed below) to
talk about how to proceed. Now is the
time to follow up, so that a new school
bridge club can begin soon after the
start of the next school year. NEYB is
a tax-exempt charitable organization.
It charges no fees for teaching youth
to play bridge, offers not only lesson
plans, teaching tips, cards, boards and
bidding boxes, but also, as necessary,
financial assistance to help the youth
bridge club succeed.
NEYB board members are Jeff
Lehman, Lisa Allison, Pam Miller,
Jim Rasmussen, Adam Grossack, and
Barbara Doyle.

♥
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IN MY OPINION

Look before you leap: how effective is Leaping Michaels?
by Paul Burnham

Terence Reese, in his 1962 book
Bidding a Bridge Hand, shares his
thoughts as to how to open the bidding
if one were to deal oneself 13 clubs.
Reese’s point is that if one simply
opens 7♣, the opponents are sure
to find a profitable sacrifice. Reese
notes that while this particular 13club hand is certainly not apt to be
dealt at the table, he promotes the
idea that one should be mindful of the
prospect of virtually compelling one’s
opponents to sacrifice when one holds
a powerful, distributional hand. Such
hands are uncommon, perhaps, but
hardly rare.
Many of us have, on our convention
cards, “Leaping Michaels.” The
idea is that if your opponent opens
the bidding with a weak-two bid in a
major, and you hold 5 or more cards
in the other major and 5 or more in
a minor, you show this hand (and
distribution) with a jump to the four
level in the minor. Some partnerships
play Leaping Michaels as showing
a strong hand, others with only a
weakish hand; still others have never
discussed the point.
My partner and I were one of the
first mentioned partnerships playing
strong Leaping Michaels when, nonvulnerable against non-vulnerable, I
picked up:
♠---♥KQ87542
♦K
♣AKQJ2

I heard my RHO open 2♠. I dutifully
bid 4♣ and the opponents very quickly
reached 6♠ and, while doubled, were
down only one.
Partner had the ♥A. So we were cold
for 6♥ (or 6♣), but there was no way
to play there after my 4♣ bid forced
the opponents to bid onward. I would
have scored better if I had bid only
3♥ and been dropped there. I had a
two- loser hand that took one trick on
defense!
Note that if the heart and spade
holdings had been reversed, the
opponents could, and no doubt would,
bid 7♥, and the result would have been
equally disappointing.
Does this mean we should now
remove Leaping Michaels from our
card? Quite possibly. With a strong
hand that can play pretty much equally
well in either of two suits regardless
of partner’s hand, why tell the table
that you have both? Especially when
in doing so you are giving your LHO
every reason to bid 4 of opener’s
major at the relatively safe 4-level.
With a weaker distributional hand,
you run the risk of pre-empting your
partner. Maybe the best place for your
side is 3NT? Bidding both suits, at the
lowest possible levels, may be a better
plan.
What would Reese have bid? I am
guessing 5♣. It’s harder to sacrifice
in spades over a minor suit contract
than over hearts, and if the auction had
gone (2♠) – 5♣ – (5♠) – P – (P) – 6♣,
wouldn’t most of us holding 2 aces,
with an opening hand, double?

Mentoring Program
Continued from page 9
Mentoring Qualifications: If you are a
life master with at least 500 points, you
qualify to be a mentor.
Mentee Qualifications: If you have fewer
than 200 points, you can be a mentee.
This program is open to all members
of the Connecticut Bridge Association,
Unit 126. Please check with your local
clubs to see if they are participating and
what you need to do to sign up.
If you are a club manager and have
questions, please contact Frances
Schneider at frances77@gmail.com.

♠
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MILESTONES
LIFE MASTER*
James Anderson
Rosemary Benedict
Howard Cohen
Lester Lipsky
Sharon Phillips
Barbara Strickland

SILVER LIFE MASTER
(1,000 MP)

*300 MPs for players who joined ACBL
prior to 1/1/2010; 500 MPs for all others.

Mary Connelly
Michael Dworetsky
Penelope Glassmeyer
Natalie Kaplan
J Sun-Ming Lee
Donna Malitzis
Russ Sackowitz

BRONZE LIFE MASTER**
(500 MP)

RUBY LIFE MASTER
(1,500 MP)

Jack Liu
Gail Reitman
Sarah Smedes

**500 MPs for players who joined ACBL
prior to 1/1/2010; 750 MPs for all others.

Dianne Elie
Janet Soskin

GOLD LIFE MASTER
(2,500 MP)
Brett Adler
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THE KIBITZER

The Kibitzer is published quarterly by the
Connecticut Bridge Association, Unit 126 of
the American Contract Bridge League.
All comments, news, items related to the
bridge world and of interest to our readers
are welcome. Please send all items for the
next Kibitzer by NOVEMBER 30, 2018.
EDITOR:
Robin Sanders
(203) 832-8707
robin_sanders@verizon.net

You can see The Kibitzer
in blazing color
at the CT bridge site:

http://www.ctbridge.org
If you would like to receive
The Kibitzer via e-mail, let us
know. Email Robin Sanders
at robin_sanders@verizon.net

Your CBA Board

Susan Rodricks
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Frances Schneider
Vice President
Debbie Noack
Secretary
Susan Seckinger	Treasurer
Tournament Coordinator
Esther Watstein	Past President
Nominating Committee chair
Kenneth Steele
Board of Directors – Central
Renee Clift	Board of Directors – Fairfield
Jan Rosow
Board of Directors – Hartford
Sonja Smith
Board of Directors – Northwest
Sandy DeMartino
Board of Directors – Panhandle
Mike Wavada
Board of Directors – Eastern
Phyllis Bausher	Board of Directors – Southern
Karen Barrett
Board of Directors – Southwest
Gary Miyashiro
Board of Directors – At Large
Ausra Geaski
Board of Directors – At Large
Robert Huntington
Board of Directors – At Large
Joyce Stiefel
Board of Directors – At Large
Robin Sanders
Kibitzer Managing Editor
Merle Spiegel
Kibitzer Copy Editor
Debbie Benner
List Manager
David Metcalf
Tournament Director-in-Charge
Don Stiegler	Unit Coordinator
StaC Coordinator
Millie Fromm
Unit Recorder
David Keller
Webmaster
Kenneth Steele
Communications Director
Paul Burnham
Disciplinary Chair

SAPPHIRE LIFE MASTER
(3,500 MP)
Howard Zussman

DIAMOND LIFE MASTER
(5,000 MP)
Cynthia Michael
Frances Schneider

IN MEMORIUM
Rodney W. Aspinwall
Mrs. Dibirma Burnham
Allan Clamage
Steven A. Earl
Lenore Hermann
Louise G. Holland
Judith J. Stone

(203) 521-2075
(203) 542-0719
(203) 727-3422

srodricks@optonline.net
frances77@gmail.com
mainerinexile@comcast.net

(860) 513-1127

seseck@sbcglobal.net

(203) 375-5489
(203) 2713083
(203) 543-6215
(860) 508-4484
(860) 653-5798
(203) 637-2781
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